$1 


34 % / 


- 


i % 


C&S @Y\\ 


ovemb. 27. 168g. 


. 


wm ——— > 0 —— 


0 
DISCOURSE 


OF 


CHISM 


FOR THE 


BENEFIT 


CHRISTIANS. 


% . 
- 


LONDON, 


/ Printed for W. Crook at the Green Dragon without 
'  Temple-Bar. 1690. 


3 "F A 

- 

| DISCOURSE 
"RF O F 


Schilm, &c. 


HEN the Devil tempted our ble. 
ſed Lord to turn the ſtone into 
bread, our Lord defended himſelf 
againſt the Temptation with a 
Text of Scripture, Max , ot Mat. 5-3. 
\live by bread alone. The Devil preſently thinks he 

may make .as bold with the holy: Scripture as'our 
Saviour : And na_=y him, after: that, to caſt 
himſdf from'the Pinacle, he gives him a. Text -of 
Scripture for his ſecurity, He ſhall give his- Angels Pr.g1, 11, 
4 charge concerning thee. From which. inſolence of 

the Devil, Chriſtian People =m if they will, my 


2 Cor. 2. 


Joh. 18, 
38. 


( 3-) 


' to learn and underſtand” fo much 


the advantage 
that the Devil and his ative Miniſters, the Mini- 


known to himſelf, and not unknown to the Church 
of Chriſt neither : As St. Pau! faith, For we are not 
ignorant of his devices. 

Namely, in the firſt place, to diſtra& us in our 
| of the Truth, becauſe one faith , This 
jor, fs Trath, and 'briggs 2 Scriptuge for Kt. 
And another ftith, This Opinion, quite comragy, 
is Truth ;*and brings a. Scripture for it : Therefore 
we ſhould be willing to; canclade, That there is no 
certainty in any thing : and that to trouble our 
ſelves any further about Religion or Truth, is but - 
loſt Labour. ... Upon which account the Devil hath 
brought to@ many'to put that very queſtion in moc- 
kery, which "Pilate cid : What is Frath > As who 
ſhould fay, Who can tell what it is, or where it 

bp 


is: 
' Jf the Devid by this device can bring mem to 
tion the reality of Religion, he hath gain a = 
| int Heaven, and the: . Salvaginn \of the 
men And w> the: great grief of wainy 
i and many other good Chriſtians, he 
| che point fo far, That from the. id! uſe 
of) Seriprare made: either 
men, or by deceitial amd 


| t 
there 1s ſo much confuſion by wrai 
—_— res, a ori - the 
npor our ſhelves, or cloſe the Book, ard give 
it apam to the Minifter, as the Churely of As 
wou'd have it. But notwithſtanding the whole Ples, 
of 'the- Papiſts, it is plainly ridiculous” to affirm, 
That good Books muſt be feald'up, becauſe bad 
men - oftentimes abuſe a good Author : eſpecially 
ſuch 2 Book, which is of ſuch general and neceſſary 
uſe to the whole World, to afl forts aid conditions 
of men ,* and in thoſe things which a 


common benefit , no more than if we 

_ —— 
t- advantage e whole Country , 
ed up, becauſe now and then 'a miſcha 
ns by it. But if a man caſt himſelf in 

Leven tis doped, and be: loſt : 

” > of barns; oaths 
2 


(4) 
ene: For gre mo wn And are man- {eons 

imſelf by :readjng tt iptures, but tis his own 
fault, and moſt commonly his pride. - But on the 
other ſide, no words 'can expreſs the large benefit 
which all good Chriſtians receive by this daily Ex- 
erciſe of reading the Scriptures ; I may fay, both 
good Chriſtians and bad : For as the good are daily 
improv'd, fo by the fame Divine Word, the. bad 
are oftentimes reform'd. And indeed for this end 
from Heaven God hath ſent us theſe his lively Ora» 
cles, and committed them to our Truſt , .not . that 
common Chriſtians ſhould, wrangle out of them : 
For this is indeed profaning of that which is Holy ; 
but, as David did, That they ſhould with humi-- 
lity, and a full ſenſe of God's favour in beſtowing 
ſuch a Treafure-on them, meditate in them all the 
days of their lives. | . 

_ Another, bad End. fof which: the Devil doth 
abuſe the Scripture, 'and us, by miſapplitation, -is to 
bring us into Errour of Practice : And how. the 
Devil. hath made uſe. of evil men, - to abuſe both 
themſelves and. the Scriptures unto this evil end; 
our former unhappy Times did ſufficiently teſtifie. 
When all manner. of Uncleanneſs was juſtified, not 
- by. thoſe who confeſs themſelves ſlaves to their Con- 
cupiſcence, but by thoſe who pretended to.Perfe- 
Rion and Seraphic attainments in Religion ;, becauſe 
the Scripture ſaith, but never ſpake -it for. them, 
That there is nothing common or wncleas.; 'and.,. To-the 
pure all things are pure. | 
- But becauſe the Devil is ſo buſie, and fo fortu- 
mate. in. perverting; men- by. the Agency of- falſe 
| £ Teachers, 


(5) 

p. it is needful- for us to learn what: ad- 
a muſt have over us to deceive-us. Now 

| one 

þ) S2== 


he has, if he find us f 
yore, vs Gur antlyr 3r 


who havi lived i norantly and care- 
Church of God to fuch or ſuch an ape, 
have been caught away , and beguil'd 
'# Opinions ; | for nv-other' reaſon at all, 
. but becauſe they never minded, nor cared to- un» 
TT derſtand that bleſſed Religion whereinto they were 
eerrey, nor 'to live worthy of it in a ſober and 
humble Converſation. According. to that Prophecy 
of | St. Paxl., Becauſe they recerved not the love of the. 2 Thefl.. 
Truth , that they might be ſaved, for this cauſe God 2: "© 
foal ſend them ſtrong delufions, that they ' ſhould be- 
a Lye. They had received the Truth, and 
were baptized into it, but they never fet their afle- 
CQions on- it : Therefore Deluſion - ſeizeth- them be- 
fore-they are aware : And in:God's ſevere but moſt. 
juſt-Judgment, they become zealous for a Lye, be- 
| they! were not zealous and fervent. in the 
Truth. - And the Apoſtle gives the ſame reaſon, why 
many,..upon ' his own. uncomfortable Obſervation, 
had, made ſhip wrack of their Faith , nainely, becauſe 1 Tim, 13. 
before a 4 they had made ſhipwrack of a good 5+ -; 
Conſcience. And, .as I hinted before, *tis true e- 
,among our ſelves, that there are many, 24 
wanting.,good-Education, or- nov wanting, il 
of - givi heed to: the Religion 
wheres they were bs ow. up into an un- 
—_ ptgeny Life, to the. f.all Religion, 
their own. Of theſe men ſome-make a gl 
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Separation, ——— 
or. thair\Converſation.. Ifay it ©. 
2pply'd-themſclugs to their 


into. any way 
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Had they 
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Rees hon fr to teach us whett we are 
is al to be conſtantly: 
youth and upward, and tho* we 
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yet it is 
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and Prejudices. are 
chamrthey' beſtoe- alk 


| _—_—_ 
that have no ki 


(3) 
This is their ſeond fe 


er hy have. ſo much 'reſpe for their Old 
'much fear and tendernefs for New 
pn 25 tn they ' will go to:no- other Teachers but 
'thoſe that hold. the: DoQtrines "and Sacraments bf 
-the' Church. - Them they will hear ; and for fear 
,of the worſt, they reſolve to go no farther : But 
the: common Enemy of the Churches Peace is re- 


mo 


foros otherwiſe. 


3 Pet.'2. 


- Sher they, nor 


| Therefore, after ſome longer time they-meet with 
new Solicitations: For there are = R \ Parties 
bur: havetheir Factors to-bring. ytes : ' And 
now they 'to be told, -T e chili new Teach- 
ers are-almoſt as bad as their old ; and therefore” if 


they will antes che true Ry of Religion; they 


and. for their renewed errmbn 
diate Calling” of' their -unlearned Thickay, 
within: a--while,. by : thoſe Ceionete DHA 
with-which fimple Hearts are decew'd, and; asthe 
Apoſtle faith, unſtable Souls beguil'd, they are eaken 
in-this Snare too.” This is another ſtep which they 
yk » Dogrines d Sacra and Miri 

41 And now an ments, 
fters,/ both iſt - and : Non-Contormilt, axe 
all ke Riga': And now they are: happily come 
range , noe Dyiens, which ie 
erufalem : Ron notito fay' which nej- 
thor uneducated” Teachers. As 
and. 


{#7 167 ®, 


(3) 
| Bead. And now they 
| rance fo long ; 
'for the grear- 


gi 


35 - | very they muſt look after 2 yy 
WW. and fo they ſwallow this Bait too. . 


prone ras. Favs 


iT 
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manner of Preaching is but the T Teachings of Mh 
and all outward Sacraments are but' Shadows 
muſt vaniſh-away : And the Holy 
| is but a dead Letter. This is another 
j# _— _ Schiſm. beat 
? and pon the whole account they find, KR 
made buta ſmall matter of it, and conchude = ring 
, that others have made as little of it as 
ſelves. Since they took their firſt flight from the 
Church of God, they can perceive ho certainty in 
Religions and 'tis a wonder if they ſhould. For as 
4 Bird that wanders from his Neft, ſaith Solomon, fo is Prov. 27. 
_ @ Man that wanders from his place : Ando is aChri> © 
ſtian that wanders from the Church. And we have 
2 Wiſe- Proverb of our own, 7hat a rowling Stone ne» 
wer gathers Meſs. Therefore they reſolve to make 
fure of ſomething, and to ſer x cloſe to 
the Pleaſures or Gain of this World, leaving it to 
their Y to follow the chaſe of Religion, where- 
of themſelves begin to be weary. So fatal is the E> * 
vent of wandring from - ——_ to Faction, and of 


gratify- 


Pt - 
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| (216) 
+ — > oo fringe their unſound and im- 


- Another advantage / the 'Devil! hath to abuſe /ius; 
into Error, and to:make us the froward Inſtruments 
of abuſing others, if he find us unskilful in the Scrips 
tures: Now there 'is no, other way: to be $kilfub 
in them, but either -by Education and Induſtry, ofr+ 
by Inſpiration; -unto'which Infpiration, the Apoſtles 
of 'out: Loed were beholding for their skill, Therefore 
.if we have not the benefit of Revelation, and: I know 
none'that-have ;: for they 'that pretend moſt- to-it, 
are moſt certainly fartheſt from it; But if we have 
not hioreminerdiver y advantage; tq underſtand [the- 
| we-muſt beeducated to underſtand them,” 
that is, we muſt beſtow great pains and time, with 
daily 'Prayer,-in:the uſe of thoſe Means and 'Helps 
which ey page for the right - underſtanding of 
thoſe Sacred Books. Wherefore St.: Paul gives it 1 
1 Tim- 4. — to no'meaner a Man: than 7rmothy,- '7o give: 
13, 14 himſelf to' Reading | and. Meditation. And ' they that” 
. have beſtow'd moſt labour -with Prayer and Humility, 
from their youth and forward, have:moſt reaſon 
comfortably to expe the Blefling of God upon their 
labour: For God uſeth and delighteth to proportion 
his Blefling to our honeſt: Endeavours. -- We - muſt 
therefore take pains to acquaint our ſelves with the 
@ rational part of Learning, for the improvement of 
* our natural Capacity, namely, our Invention and 
Judgment. 
- For tho* common Education be ſufficient to im- 
*  - prove our Underſtanding for the World, that is, for 
"Trade or- worldly Dealing: Yet it is not-ſufficienr 


a. * 


(11) 
to give us an underſtanding in thoſe Matters, whe. 
ther Aithral or ſupernatural, which are. ſeparated 

- from the common uſe of the World : Such as'the 

Scriptures, with the Myſteries therein contain'd, un- 

doubtedly are. And therefore to attain a due know- 

ledge 'in them, or in other parts of Wiſdom of like 


thature, as Solomon tells us, with the greateſt deſire Prov. 18. 


and intention of our mind, we alſo mult be /epa- *: 


rated. 
" "Beſides this, great pains is requir'd to underſtand 
thoſe Languages wherein the Holy Scriptures were 
firſt written, together with . thoſe other Languages 
that have affinity with them ; fo that by one Lan- 
Runge, we may improve the knowledge 'of the 0- 
ther ; and by comparing the one with the other, we 
may. more clearly and readily find out the true mean- 
ing of _—_ —_ of Scripture, which- withour- the 
benefitof ſuch Helps, would certainly: remain obſcure 
-and unintelligible. For tho'a faithful Tranſlation, as 
ours is; in the vulgar Tongue, be ſufficient for the 
. People, and a great Bleſſing for them too, to teach 
them their plain Duty towards God, and the great 
Merciesand Promiſes of God toward them : Yet ſuch 
a Tranſlation is not ſufficient for their Teachers, 
much leſs for thoſe that take upon them to oppoſe 
the Teachers, that take upon them to vent new 
Dodtrines, and to deny received Principles. For ſee- 
ing by 'theſe mcans they endeavour to. be counted 
extraordinary, it is very fitting they ſhould ſhew 
ſomething extraordinary ; it is very . equitably de- 
manded of them, either that they ſhew the Skill of 
Languages, or the Gift of Languages, becauſe the 
. \ . C2 Scriptures 
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to be underfiood,, fo much as is 


mes: 


kenny for 4 To 


in the ſeveral 
coguet our 


of Scripture, were written , to 
es with the Deſcription of ol ew "Pla- 
W 


in. the Scriptures are 
er ore the oj A and Cuſtoms ns of 


tick 
ta \People and Countries where the. Scriptures 


m ka ag all which do. eminently conduce to | 
= Fubcke k 


Ul rl s of Knowledge in fome good mea» 
ſure are l to a Teacher, that he. may be a rea- 
os for the Kingdom of God, able to. inſtrud} 


© TOE Has 


arethe o_ 


-_ c Sears, Chriſtian Re 
bl Neon wh and humour : 


cm, Fc to 5 amb cho hs TI: Ins 
Rrumenes ot ſeducing others: unto- Ka gar 
ooh, proud Contentions againſt the Churc 
For Knowledge in the Scripture by continued 
Induſtry they have not, acither are they ever like-to 
have it, for want of being train'd up unto thoſe '0-- 
ther pieces of uſeful Knowledge, which are prepara> 
ry And Knowledge by Revelation they have not ;. 
ey fay they have, it is moſt certainly a Preſumpti- 
on, 
SD : 


hue hy nes AE perry 'where- 
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over whom the Devil hath gu won both - 
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(413) | 
Bas will give '« ktavy-econar: 
wall EPLBE nes 


CC UT BE. 

they wreſt then t che dbitrudtion of ethers. 
I that St. Perer doth not mean 
what we call Learving, and that it 
ſeaſe was an uoltaracd Man; :they-are 
flakes : For be doth certainly tnean the, wang of that 
which we. call Learning ; and he himfelf was a learn- 
ed. Man, tho' not by the fame means, yet in the fame 
which we-call Learning ; not when he was a 
he rs of che ly Chae HE a 
the coming of « a 
Fellow-Appſtis neceived power to publiſh the; Gol 
pel' 16 the World'; only with this difſtrence, That. 


they. received this vaſt Learning by prefent 
ko poipocdbapnyg waar rut rae 
by-iaduſtry and: painstaking, But: the very. fame 
Learaipg tis inthemand inus, and wanting inthoſe- 
who.aow falſly pretend: the Gifts of A 
the very fame Abilities of Iavention, and }x 
and Languages, in the and-in-us, tin 
them. much more c . without | which. rhe». 
ſelves harl-not been e either ro publiſh the Go- 
ſpel or: i gar the Scriptures. 

Another great ic the Devil hath over us, . ' 
Ke, 00m72019_00:-be: Ken. of vehotarne Padlions, 


and. 


| We, ©. | v) 
and thereby rafh and inconfiderate, forward and 
ctedvlous. For: very: true -it-is, tho” we think, 'and 
would perſwade our ſelves, that we go by our Reg» 
fon 3" yet” the greateſt part of the World" are guided _ 
by their Paſſions, and in matters of Religign too. | 


' - Hence it is, -that- many ach Friel war ob 
Contempr , 'or Prejudice, or Revenge againſt thei 
Miniſter, becauſe he hath ſhund to' comply' with 
their Vices ; or becauſe*he hath hapned'to'give'them 
ſome cauſe or. other of offence, For a Miniſter may 
be over-taken. with a fault as well as others ; the! 
rhey ought, 'becaoſe rhey are ſtrialy commanded to 
be Znſamples 'to the ' Flock , to take' more care thari 
others. || Yet this private offence/from the Miniſter; 
. whether juſt. or unjuſt, is'a very unjuſtifiable cauſe 
of ' forſaking the Church , becauſe we have much 
greater Reaſons to keepithe Unity of Chriſt's | 
than we can have not-to pardon- our Miniſter. /- T' 
Prophet ſpeaks it very plaioly:, As the Priefts lips 
are. to:. preſerve knowledge, ſo the People are to 
ſeek the Taw.- or | Rule: of [their Religion- from his 
mouth ; becauſe: he is the Meſſenger' of God to the 
ple. But then in the mean time, how uncom- 
fortable do thoſe Miniſters live among their - people, 
who make it the work and the deſign of their whole 
lives'to teach:and inſtru their people, - both old 
and young : 'And yet in many places neither -old 
nor young will-give their Attendance, or but ivery 


thin and flenderly. I ſhall fay no more of it but - ; 


this, That every good Chriſtian, I ſhould think, 
could not chuſe bur be very tender of grieving his 
| Miniſter 


' 
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Miniſter in thoſe things which, ſo. 
Pakireof bis Oe 


the com , and their -own 
Benefit. And let 'mie add; further. = As it cannot: 
be-expeced, that fo. many: thouſand: Pariſhes, as are; 
within our own Chutch -of  Eg/and , ſhould be ſups: 
ied with men of - great Abilities ; :{o- we- are to- 
w , that the Church hath ſufficiently provided 
for every mans Salvation, with-his own faithful en- 
deavour; "And if the Miniſter of every Pariſh, ;tho'; 
he have 'not thoſe Abilities which beget! admiration: 
ard- applauſe, do. honeſtly diſcharge | his Duty , in. 
performing all the parts of his peblick Miniſtery, and 
private Atenitica. And if the. people, being -con- 
vinced of the Truth of Chriſtian Religion, and the ne- 
ceflity. of it to their Salvation, will; with an humble 
and an earneſt mind, apply themſelves to receive and 
hy up. in their hearts all thoſe Goſpel-Inſtrutions: 
mm for them'in the ſeveral parts of our pub- 
k Worſhip; I may be bold to fay, it. is ampoſſi- 
ble, by the Grace of God, that any one Soul .in any: 
one- Pariſh ſhould miſs of Salvation. But here is 
the great fault, the Sun doth not' want light', and 
the Church doth not want the means of Salvation ; 
but we want hearts to make uſe of the means : And 
the blaine ' moſt uncharitably is miklaid upon the 
Church. Bleſſed be God , we have the means : But 
as the flothful Servant ſufferd his Talent to lye 
dead'in his Napkin, ſo the means of Grace: lye dead 
by us, and we lye dead by them. | The il-living 
a Miniſter , as it is too ſeverely objeted, fo it 
maſt not be denied to be a great Prejudice upon 
the People, becauſe it is ſo directly contrary as 
. eſign 
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ſure of God, that the Treaſure of his Goſpel and 


+. - But-to. proceed. Many are carried off from the 


(17) 
-Jome to honour, and ſome to diſhowonr, And in 2 Church 
of ſo great extent as ours, it ought not. to be an 
occaſion of Reviling, or Separation, that ſuch offen- 
ces are -among us ; but rather of Admiration and 
Thankſgiving unto God, that the Offences are no 
greater. - So. thuch the more , when we may be 
-aſſurd , -That God hath much more kindneſs for 
-his People, than to take away his Preſence, Spirit, 
and Bleſſing from his ow? Miniſtery and Sacraments, 1 
in their due attendance on them, for any perſonal 
blemiſhes or offences in the Miniſter. It is the plea- 


Sacraments ſhould be committed into earthen Veſſels. ;, —_— 


And if his People will not be perverſe in their own 
wrong, they ſhall be ſure of that Treaſure, tho? the 


Veſſel crack and periſh. 


Communion of our Church out 'of a willingneſs to 
comply -with, or a fear to diſoblige greater perſons 
fallen into the fame Perſwaſion ,, on whom they 
have a wonted dependance. Many out of hopes of 
improving their Intereſt and Trade, becauſe they 
have no other way of livelihood but Trading, and 
no other way to get into Trade but: by. Intereſt. 
Many of- diſcontent, becauſe they are diſappointed 
of their worldly expeRation, or preferment. 


' Now tho' theſe and ſuch like Paſſions and irregu» 
lar Humors:. be the firſt and certain Cauſes of our 
falling into Schiſm, .yet this is. not to: be confeſs'd, 
becauſe there are other fair pretences, tho' but pre- 
s .D tences, 


, that they ſhauld net be- * 
And therefore 'tho' a Pal- 


dence e:ough to call it ſelf Reaſon. 


Now if upon' the Evidence of what hath been dif- 
courſed , we are wiling to reſiſt the eaticement. of 
private Teachers, and to keep the Unity of a well- 
ordered Church , for the preſent Security of it and 
of our ſ{clves, -and which is highly to be valued; for 
the preſervation alſo of a ſober and « found Rehegi 
to our Poſterity, by following this plain Advice, we 
_ only be willing, but able to defend our 


In the firſt place, let us never give preſent Aſſent 
to new --Opinyon 'that pretends Scri It 
was the Commendation of the Bereaxs , they 

: AR.17-11- ſearched the Scripture daily, that is, dili Ys 
' ther choſe things were ſo, whether the - or 
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liverd by St. Pau! concerning Jefus Chriſt , were in- 
deed 4 to the Scriptures. And much more 
Qrines which are | upon Chriſtian e 
private Teachers , wi by no other OED oF 
put off their adulterate. Coyn., their 
nions, but by an ignorant Confidence in themſelves, 
and an ig EaGrek in the People. i 
it ' was good Counted which was given by St. Jobs, 
Beloved, believe not every Spirit. And how much : Joh.4.:, 
then do they forget , that will believe 
every Spit, and ſuffer themſelves to. be carried 


Let us be fure to keep our ſelves humble. *Tis 
2 very great word from the mouth of our Saviour, 
Whoſoever ſhall humble himſelf as a Child, the fame u# yai.18.4. 
greateſt i» the Kingdom of Heaven. There 1s no- 
thing like this to keep us in the right way. Be wot Rom. 12. 
wife , faith St. Paa/, in your own Conceits. Let mo 16: _ 
men think of himſelf more highly than be aught to thitk, 
but let him think ſoberly. Do not think of your 
ſelves above your Education. Do not think that 
you-know more-than thoſe who have taken much 
more likely pains to. gain knowledge : And for this 
good End, That in an orderly way they might be 
able to inſtruct Chriftian People, whoſe private 
Callings and manner of Life , require them to 'be- 
Kow the greateſt part of their time in other lawful 
Labours. Remember the words of St. Paul, F any : Cor, 8. 
man think that he knoweth any thing , he knoweth no- * 


thing yet as he ought. 
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' Let us be ſure to yield Obedience with an honeſt 
heart to the ;plain Precepts of our Religion. The 
| Job. 9.17. Words of our rd are greatly to be obſerved, 1f any 

Man will do his Will, he ſhall know of the Dodtrine, 

whether it be of God, or whether T ſpeak of my ſelf: 

And therefore, how can thoſe Men juſtify themſelves 
| who begin all their Reformation and Religiouſneſs 
A with the tranſgreſſion of plain Commandments, | 
A with moſt unchriſtian ' Prejudices againſt their  law- 3. 
ful and laborious Paſtors, and I might call it, with & 
a proud contempt of many good Chriſtians > Whoſe of 
Society in Religion they have forſaken, as thinking 
themſelves too holy for ſo general a Communion. . . * 
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Laſtly, Let us take continual pains to ſettle and 
confirm our ſelves in the plain Principles of our Re» 
ligion. They are the uncatechized Chriſtians that are 
ſo eaſie to receive every. new Impreſſion,becauſe they 
have' no Foundation in themſelves whereon to build 
a good Reſolution ; whereas, if we would by frequent 
Meditation throughly digeſt the great Myſteries of 
Chriſtianity, which we have receiv'd, and do cone» 
feſs, we ſhould quickly find fo much evidence and 
certainty" in our own Religion, as to deſpiſe the child- 
iſhneſs and foppery of new Pretenders. - We ſhou'd 

| be fo well ſtock'd with Principles of ſound Faith, and 
by thoſe. Principles fo powerfully obliged to a good 
Life, -as'to ſee:it a very needleſs thing to look out 
any further,: and ſhould have an innocent boldneſs 
'£ 'to tell ſeducing Teachers, That they may very well 
Mo ſpare their buſy Labours. 3 | 
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And whatever our-worldly occaſions neceſiirily 
are, we may find time enough, if we will not beſtow. 
it worſe, to ſearch into our Religion. In the inter-: 
valsof your Trade, when” you-are reſting at home 
in the Evening, when you are in your Bed; and your, 
Sleep goes from you, you may ſometimes take your 
Baptiſm into your Meditation, and examine what 


- great” Mercies from Heaven God hath beſtow'd up- 


on you 'in' your -participation of that: great Sacra- 
ment; And what great Obligations' are. upon you 
by your Baptiſm, and by the abundant Mercy of 
God toward you therein : That therein you are 
made Members - of Chriſt's myſtical- Body; and a- 


- dopted to _be the Children of God; and if Children, 


Heirs: And that now- in gratitude, you can do no 
leſs than .conform your ſelves, as obedient Children, 


'to' the Will of your Heavenly Father, that you 


may not 'receive your Baptiſm and all the Grace of 
it'in' vain; | 


Sometimes you may take your Creed, or tome 
part of it at a time, for your Meditation, and begin 
with one” Article after another, and tell your ſelves 
what your own great Faith is, namely, That you do 
believe in the living! and true God who made Heaven 
and Earth, -That you believe that bleſſed Jeſus to be 
your Saviour, who.was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and born of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, That you do be- 
lieve he died, and-roſe again for the Redemption of 
Mankind, That-you believe he viſtbly-aſcended into 
Heaven, and now fitteth to be your effeQual Inter- 
ceſfor at the right.Hand of God, That you belieye 
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he will come again to judge the World, and therefore 
will propare yourſelf all« ysof your Life, that you 
maybe found ar has right hand; That you believe. 
inthe Holy Ghoſt, and that Gad hath givea him-in- 
deed to you, w be your great Comforter and Con- 
— organ, vor day of this preſent Life ; 
That you believe the Holy Catholick Church, and 
therefore will never break off from. it to any private 


Faction; That you believe the Communion of Sajnts, 


_ ard therefore will live in all manger of holy Conver- 
fation, worthy of © bleſſed, ſo heavenly a Commu- 
-nion 3 That you believe: the forgiveneſs of Sins, 
we Ayctrr as of God in Jeſus Chriſt, tothe un- 
ſpeakable comfort: of your penitent Soul; That you 
believe the Refurre&ion of your Body out of the 
Grave, with the happy exchange of Incorruption and 
Glory, for ati the preſent blemiſhes of Mortality ; 
And as-the Crown of all, That you beheve everlaſt- 
ing Life in everlaſting Happineſs, which God moſtaf- 
faredly hath promisd, and the heart of man can- 
-not at preſent conceive. ” 


And in theſe Meditations abide for ſome time, and 

' ſtick upon every one-of theſe greatMyſteries,and bring 

them over and over again into: your miads, that you 

may more and more increaſe your pwn Underſtand- 

_ and more and more confirm your Faith 
R biem. | 


And if you have not tetfure enough to meditate 
on all theſe at once, begin where you: left off at your 
next kifere ; and reckon upon is, That the Sacra- 
ments 
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ments and your Creed, your Duty to God and your 
Duty, to your NO are to be the conſtant Sub- 
je of your Meditations all” your Life -” The 
wholeſome” Diet on which your mind muſt feed, the 


daily Bread which muſt nouriſh your Souls ta 


me} 1 


' If Chriſtiens 'will be perſuaded 0! exerciſe: their 
thoughts diligently in theſe things, it will make them, 
that they ſhall be * much more able to inſtru and 
convince the Teachers of Diviſion, than: to need 


any new Inſtructions from them. - 


Now the God of Peace who delighteth-in the Order 
and Unity of his Church, even as a Father in the 
Concord of his Family, direct all our Hearts into one 
common Fellowſhip of Faith and Worſhip, as we 
are all redeemed and -called by one. common Sa- 
viour, our Lord Jeſus Chrift, unto one Hope of - 
eternal Glory. 
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